Another strong side of the book is its breadth. Th ere are many analyses dealing with specifi c issues in the Western Balkans, but having many of the diff erent aspects of the economic and institutional changes in the region in one place, together with their short histories, is not so common. In that sense, Bartlett's book is a very welcome addition to the literature.
Bartlett often bases his analyses on readily available macroeconomic data, but he also draws on various other sources, such as reports, independent research, etc. Even more importantly, he also uses his own research, for example, interviews with company managers. Th is wide array of sources is good in itself, but Bartlett's primary research is especially refreshing considering the fact that many modern-day economists are quite content to use readily available data and hope that it approximately refl ects whatever is of interest to them. Bartlett delivers what we need: more research sources and original research. Indeed, the best parts of the book are those which are based on a wide array of sources and which fall into Bartett's fi eld of expertise.
However, there are three aspects of the book that I fi nd problematic. Th e fi rst, and least important, problem is that Bartlett's analysis, although detailed and broad, on occasion seems a bit patchy and gives an impression that he used what data was available, and did not try to fi ll in the blanks. For example, on p. 11, he notes the value of the IMF 3-year adjustment loan given to Yugoslavia in 1981, and goes on to say that the World Bank also provided loans. However, in the next sentence, Bartlett notes the value of the WB loans between 1961 and 1982, i.e. before the period that he was just discussing. Similarly, on p. 55, Bartlett talks about how a brewery in Kosovo managed to rebuild after the 1999 bombing of Serbia, by "drawing on the enthusiasm and hard work of the labor force." He presents a short excerpt from an interview with the company's manager, but in it there is no mention of the said enthusiasm and hard work (although it is noted that the company is still managed by the workers). On the next page, Bartlett notes the bad export performance of Kosovo, and its dependence on aid and remittances, but then gives the numbers for total agricultural imports and exports, without giving any explanation as to why the rest of the imports and exports were left out.
Such lapses should have been omitted. Of course, it is quite possible that the needed data does not exist, or cannot be collected. In that case, it is, of course, justifi able to use what is available. But, if that is the case, Bartlett should have clearly stated it, and not inserted (or omitted) data which does not quite fi t into the argument, without explanation.
Th e second problem is similar, but has a much greater eff ect on the quality of his analysis. Namely, in various parts of the book, some key aspects of the
